Drugstore Beetle – Stegobium paniceum

Size: 2.5mm – 3.5mm
Appearance: Adult cylindrical, body length 2.25 to 3.5 mm; body colour uniform brown to
reddish brown; longitudinal rows of fine hairs on the elytra
The beetle commonly known as the Drugstore Beetle or Biscuit Beetle has the scientific
name Stegobium paniceum. It is a species of beetle which is not native to Australia but is
now found across the country and right around the world.
The beetles are known as a ‘stored product pest’ living in many types of dry stored food
products. Nuts and Seeds a favourite. The damage is caused predominantly by the larvae
and not the adults which feed little or not at all. The adults are short lived but can run and
fly well – often seen scuttling around in your pantry!
These beetles are a common pest in our homes where the larvae feed on and cause damage
to food products. If these beetles are present you need to find the source of the infestation
and dispose of it and make sure you don’t leave any food around which may be reinfested.
Make sure you check all rooms in the house and not just the room in which you are finding
them. Pest control treatment rarely required if source of infestation found?
These beetles are incredibly tough and can survive eating grain based rat baits, leather and
museum specimens amongst other things so check all possible sources of infestation such as
bird seed, dried flower arrangements and wheat bags/cushions. Also ensure that there are
no gaps at the back of shelves where spilled food may have accumulated.
When conditions are conducive this beetle can complete its lifecycle in as little as two
months. Known as the Drugstore Beetle as a result of its feeding on prescription drugs and
can consume laxative teas and even strychnine.
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